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A Princess in Enniscorthy Castle
As part of a cultural exchange, Jennifer Wood (nee
Prendergast) presented a gift from the Snowy Monaro
Council to the Chairman of Wexford County Council,
Paddy Kavanagh, in Enniscorthy, Ireland on Tuesday
30 May.
“Every girl dreams of being a Princess in a Castle,”
commented Jennifer as she watched the tables being
laid, the flowers being arranged, the food being plated
up and people running to and fro to ensure that
everything was ready for her High Tea to take place in
Enniscorthy Castle last week.
Following her very successful visit to Ireland in 2015
in the quest to find Prendergast ancestors, Jennifer
decided to continue her research by travelling back
to Ireland in May this year. She needed to conduct
further research to help answer the inevitable series of
questions that had arisen since her quest began.
As part of her thank you to the people of
Enniscorthy for the warm ‘Welcome Home’ they
bestowed back in 2015, Jennifer exchanged a
beautiful book featuring the Snowy Monaro region
and a warm letter addressed to Paddy Kavanagh
from Dean Lynch, Administrator of the Snowy Monaro
shire, who on short notice, met with Jennifer on her
recent visit to Cooma.
In front of her guests at the High Tea, Jennifer
delivered a conference paper on ‘The Quest to find
Prendergast Ancestry’ that detailed all the work
and hours she has spent over the last three years

researching her Australian Prendergast family and
her Irish Prendergast family (with 30 variant spellings
of the Prendergast surname) both in Australia and
Ireland.
Enniscorthy Castle is situated in Enniscorthy,
County Wexford, Ireland and was built by Jennifer’s
ancestors, the Prendergast’s in 1190, who went
on to live there for 300 years. After an attack to the
castle in the 15th century, the castle was burnt down
in 1569. The current castle was originally built in the
16th century, was used as a prison during the 1798
Rebellion and now houses the Wexford County
Museum.
“As we sipped tea from the dainty china cups,
the banter flowed and everyone from Enniscorthy
was interested in hearing what had happened to
John Prendergast, Irish Rebel, transported for his
involvement in the 1798 rebellion. I was able to tell
them his story and played a video that my husband,
Barry, had made for the event. It brought his story to
life and his family’s once he arrived in Australia,” says
Jennifer.
You can read more on Jennifer’s quest to
find the Prendergast family, on her blog https://
familiesofireland.com

Pictured: Jennifer Wood (nee Prendergast)
presenting a gift to Paddy Kavanagh, Chairman of
Wexford Country Council in Ireland last week.
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